
September 1, 2009

Rear Adm. David Titley, Capt. Jonathan White,
CNMOC and CNMOC Chief of Staff
Oceanographer
of the Navy

Items of Interest
CNMOC Hosts MEDEA Panel

August 18 and 19, CNMOC hosted th
Panel. In 2008, the Central Intelligence
the Chief Scientist reconstituted the
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Project.
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The meeting was a tremendous success
the full spectrum of operational capab
Flag Nominations
The Secretary of Defense announced, August 23 that Rear

Adm. David Titley, Oceanographer of the Navy, has been
nominated for promotion to the rank of rear admiral (upper half).
CNMOC Chief of Staff, Capt. Jonathan White, has been
nominated for promotion to the rank of rear admiral (lower half).

Retirement
Capt. John Kusters, commanding officer of the Fleet

Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center, retired from
the Navy Friday August 21. Capt. William Nisley is temporarily
From left to right: Mr. Ed Gough, Vice Adm. Paul Gaffney,
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Brewer, Dr. Otis Brown and Dr Linda Zall.
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Front row left to right: AGAN Jamecia Lane, AG3
Erin Langton, AG1 Randy Nelson, AG2 Jon
Romero.Back row left to right: Lt. Matt Watts, AG1
Scott Phillips, AG2 Kendall Folds, AGAN Aaron
Corbett, AG3 Alyssa Roth, Lt. Casey Hughes.

Oceanography provides to the Navy and the nation every day. The scientists were amazed by the level of
expertise, professionalism, and technical excellence they observed. Dr. Walter Munk, considered by many to
be one of the world’s greatest oceanographers, commented that he has never in memory met a group of
people more excited about oceanography than those he met during his time at CNMOC.

Rear Adm. Titley Visits USGC Healy

Rear Adm. David Titley, Oceanographer of the
Navy, is heading a new Navy Task Force to study
Arctic climate change. This photo was taken on
board the USGC Healy in Barrow, Alaska.

Volunteering
NMFC Sailors Work with Habitat for Humanity
Written by: Lt. Casey Hughes

Ten Sailors from Naval Maritime Forecast Center (NMFC)
Pearl Harbor teamed up with Habitat for Humanity to build a
home for one deserving family near Honolulu, Hawaii on August
20.

The volunteers assisted local carpenters and roofers, hauled
over 3,000 pounds of shingles and built an outdoor shower and
sink area for the Habitat for Humanity family and future
volunteers.

Despite the heat and exhausting work of the day, the Sailors
were renewed with energy knowing that they contributed to a
great cause.

“The NMFC Sailors went above and beyond my
expectations,” said Michael “Mick” Ferreira, Contract Project

Manager for Habitat for Humanity. AG1 Scott Phillips, who was a
roofer before he joined the Navy, said, “It was nice to get away
from the office and forecasting for a day to do some manual labor
and help out a local family and the community.”

The NMFC Sailors were grateful for the chance to work with
Habitat for Humanity, and look forward to volunteering with their
future projects, building homes for those in need.

The volunteers were: Lt. Matt Watts, Lt. Casey Hughes, AG1
Scott Phillips, AG1 Randy Nelson, AG2 Kendall Folds, AG2 Jon
Romero, AG3 Erin Langton, AG3 Alyssa Roth, AGAN Jamecia
Lane, and AGAN Aaron Corbett.

From left to right: Ms. Georgette Holmes, Rear Adm. David Titley,
and AG1 (AW) Steve Lilgreen



This is the first in a series that will appear in the
NMOC News, highlighting Individual Augmentees
(IAs) former and current, from the oceanography
community. IAs are sent to support or “augment”
other commands for extended periods of time.

Individual Augmentees
Getting to Know Cmdr. Anthony Gilless
Written by: Kate Hunte

Cmdr. Anthony Gilless, Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff Total Force/Military Deputy at CNMOC, is a former
Individual Augmentee who was assigned to United Nations Mission Ethiopia Eritrea based in Ethiopia. He
worked as a United Nations Military Observer (UNMO) on the seven month assignment, beginning in
December 2005.

UNMOs are essentially the eyes and ears of the United Nations. They monitor cease-fires and investigate
allegations of treaty violations. They also act as liaisons to facilitate the resolution of local social and
economic issues.

“We basically patrolled the border between Ethiopia and Eritrea,” said Gilless. “We noted any changes in
Ethiopian force disposition, met with Ethiopian military commanders and often aided the local Ethiopian civil
authorities in resolving minor disputes with Eritrean citizens.”

One of the most obvious struggles for IAs is the time they are forced to be away from their families.
Gilless left behind his wife and three children, who at the time were ages 6, 4, and 3.

“They did quite well,” said Gilless. “My wife deserves a lot of credit for taking on the additional
responsibilities.”

Gilless’s assignment gave him new insight into the lives of the Ethiopians. He admitted that he had been
envisioning Ethiopia as a country ravaged by disease and widespread malnutrition.

“It’s not at all what most people believe,” said Gilless, who recalled the most significant feature of
Ethiopian culture to be the strength of family bonds.

“The family unit cohesiveness in Ethiopia is much stronger than in the U.S.,” he said. “The Ethiopian
family spends much more time together [than most American families], doing tasks together such as meal
preparations, gathering and dining. There is very little electronic entertainment in a typical household. As
such, much of the time is spent in conversation between family members or friends.”

Gilless learned later from an Ethiopian translator that malnutrition and disease are more prevalent in
southern Ethiopia, and especially in seasons of drought. Gilless was stationed in northern Ethiopia, and
fortunately, had a positive experience overall.

“It was a very rewarding experience both personally and professionally,” said Gilless. He originally
volunteered for the assignment and does not regret that decision.

Detailer’s Column
Congratulations to our two newest officers selected for promotion! Rear Adm. (sel) Titley and Rear Adm.
(sel) White will lead us into the great Oceanography yonder!

As board season begins to spin up [Oceanography Command Screen Board convenes September 10; and
the PhD Selection Board convenes October 20] there is zero reason for your record to be incomplete. The
Web-Enabled Record Review (WERR) is available on BOL (https://www.bol.navy.mil).

This system allows you to ensure that ALL of your fitreps are on file, and that your full-length, COLOR picture
is also in your record. I have spoken with too many folks lately who told me that they sent their information in
and ASSUMED it would make it into their record. Wrong Answer! You need to be proactive in ensuring your
record is complete and ready for Board review. Check it a month or so before your board convening date,
and provide any missing information to the Board President. We’ll talk about that procedure next time.

We appreciate all who have stepped forward to fill our high-priority billets. Here are some additional ones,
and remember, I can usually go one-up or one-down in rank. If you’re interested, give Cmdr. (sel) Towle or

https://www.bol.navy.mil/


me a call.

O4 NGA VA Available NOW
O4 STRATCOM (ABN CP) Omaha FILLED
O4 LHD 4 San Diego FILLED
O3 USFF Norfolk December 09
O5 SACT NURC La Spezia December 09
O4 NAVAIRSYSCOM Pax River December 09
O4 COMNAVFORKOREA Seoul February 10
O4 USNA Annapolis FILLED
O4 USMC C&S College (student) Quantico July 10
O4 NWC (student) Newport July 10

That’s it for now from Millington. Keep Charging!
Capt. Jim Pettigrew, PERS 449

Rear Admiral David Titley

Commander,
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